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the Epicureans; the readers of books outside the Canon of
Scripture; the makers of incantations; the generation that died
in the wilderness: the Assembly of Korah; the men of a city
destroyed for idolatry ; and those who had kept themselves
away from the Law.

As for the Messiah himself, he was to be mortal like other
men, but filled with the spirit of God, and was to die at the end
of a triumphant reign. The Rabbis admitted that the Messiah
might have to suffer, but never that he should be crucified, as
that was a mode of death accursed by God Himself. That the
celebrated Rabbi Aquiba should have believed that Bar
Cocheba who led the insurrection in the time of Hadrian, was
the Messiah, proves that the Messiah was believed by the
Jewish Rabbis to be only a man among men, although a man
more than usually endowed with the Spirit of God.

And finally we have to remark that in all the Apocalypses,
Jewish and Christian, the coming of the Messiah is heralded in
much the same way, viz. by portents, such as swords in the
sky, blood trickling from rocks, the desecration of the Temple,
sun and moon, day and night, and the seasons, changing their
courses and functions, the nations drunk with idolatry and
wickedness till the cup of their iniquity was full.